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Oct. 11 ? THY THE WEATHER ?
By Dr. Charles F. Brooks
of Clark Universgity.

THE MOON AND TFE WEATHER
One of the commonest of weather superstitions is that a change in the moon
Wwill bring a change in the weather.. A change in the moon is relied on to bresk
& drought or ond z rrotracted rain. Actually, howsver, the moon's influence ¢n

the 82 tipes greater earth and its atmosphers is very slight indesd; and vesther

3

chengss are as likely to occur in botwesn chenges in ths moon as during them: Hen2y,

The mocn end the weathsr
May chenge togother,

But a change in ths moon
Does not change the weather.

Similarly we must dismiss ths belisf in a "wet" and "dry" moon as an astro-
nomical absurdity, According to tradition, if ths horns of the new moon tip
steeply, it is a "wet" moon, becamse it will not "hold weter®, and ws mey sxpect
& reiny month, But if the horns point upward it is a "dry" moon, which will.
"hold water and kesp rain from ths sarth", so the saying goes. Othsrs s&y: when
thé horns are tipped steeply it is a dry moon, bsczuse it is empty and cen hold
no wztor; but when they point upward it is s wot moon, for it can hold water.

"Pay your mone&, and take your choice™
Either belief could have no foundation save a few coincidences which may have

started the saying, The moon itself, is, of course, extraordinarily dry; and even

if it were all water could never pour any of it on the earth.
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