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7 PJHP THE REATHER ? 

By Dr, Char les  F. Brooks 
of C l a r k  University.  

PHEN TO BURN LEAVE6 

Tha humidity and the wind dominate leaf-burning operat ions.  I n  damp calm 

it i e ,  a waste o f  time t o  a t tampt  burning; i n  dry windy weather burning 

becomes dangerous. In many reg ions  t h e  f i r e  wardens gran t  permits f o r  making out  

door f i r e s  at any time dur ing  a period o f  days, tho hours for  such f i r e s  being 

left t o  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of the  ind iv idua l ,  If it  i s  vary da%p one C a n  r e a d i l y  ob- 

tain a Permit, but it may take  u c h  newspaper and perssvsrence t o  g e t  a f ire  

s t a r t ed ,  In a dry autumn, such as t h e  East expsr iencsd last  year, dead 

leaves  and grass beoome l i k e  t i n d e r  and f i r e s  a r e  a p t  t o  spread dangerously, 

During prolonged droughts and in per iods  of high wind f i r e  permits a r e  USudlY 

withheld, 

in f i r e  making wi th in  t h e  allowed per iod ,  

With the  wind r i s i n g  a few hours a f t e r  eunrise ,  it is  b e t t s r  not  t o  start f i r e s  

before  zfternoon, when t h e  speed and d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  vind can be observedr While 

in t he  morning and early a f twnoon  the  wind i s  r i s i n g ,  a f t e r  about 2 p e m - ,  t he  

usual  time of m a x i m a m  temperature, i t  is decreasing0 making i t  easy t o  ex t inguish  

Neverthslese, t h e  man wi th  t h e  permit mst exe rc i se  h i s  O m  judlP9nt 

A 8  mornings are l i k e l y  t o  be Calm, 

the fires at n i g h t f a l l .  The hunidi ty  condi t ions  af f e c t i n g  inf lammabil i ty  C l O S O l Y  

Para1101 t h e  wind v e l o c i t y  i n  i t a  daytime course, s inco  the  higher temperatures 

f o r  the convection t h a t  b r i n g s  the  wind t o  the  ground a l s o  lower the 

A moist, s o u t h e r l y  wind w i l l  ba less of a f i r e  breeder than a cold 

b l a s t  from the  northwest. While the  south mind tands  t o  e l ide  over the  Cool- 
er su r face  air, the northwest wind r o o t s  it out, and provides a f i n s  draf t  f o r  
my f ire ,  
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