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SEQUXNCES OF WINT‘S. 

The sequence of seasons has long been Irll0-m t o  be n o t  a cnanoe ore,  for weathe&- 

tend t o  persist  r a t h e r  than t o  change. European and ArericPil inveStitFeOr6 

t o  have e s t ab l i shed  the  fact t h a t  a Season apprecfa-Lly a5ove or below normal 

temperature i s  l i lcely t o  be followed by one t o  t h r e e  OT more Seasans having 

temperature dep?r’ar.e8 i n  the  same d i r e c t i o n ,  

From year t o  g e a r  the cha rac t e r  of the sequence i s  less clear. Examination 

Of 5o t o  over 100 years ’  record  at s e v e r a l  p l aces  i n  the nor.theas.lern United 

S ta tes ,  e.g, Chicago, Cinc inna t i ,  Washington, New York, Nem IIaven, and New Bedford, 

t o  show that  a l t e r n a t i o n s  between warm and co id  win te l s ,  when .;;hey OCCUI’, 

are Qainly what would be expected from chance con~M.naC?ons, ei:hizi:i.gh a unique 

se r i e s  of 12 unbroken a lLerna t ions  of warm, cold,  Farm, c o i d ,  ete., winters  in the 

lg30S and ‘80s seems t o  i n d i c a t e  some sort of sys’cematic re3at20nshlp4 

‘922 a very similar series csf a l t e r n a t i o n s  seemed t o  be stnyting, but, as is usual  

I n  1916- 

’rith t he  dura t ion  of pe r iod ic  weather r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  this mas haxllg discovered 

i t  s t o p p d .  Tho f a c t  that last win te ro  Dwember to Fs’;T.Gii*jT, was mild Over 

Of thwwestern  two-thirds of the  cont inent ,  and abov; average i n  LeqeratY~re 

in the East, the re fo re  aGpr;srs t o  have no signiffcame n i r h  rnapei i  t o  wur coming 

minter , 
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