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Yoy, 7 ? WHY THE WEATHER 7

By Dr. Charles F. Brooks
of Clark University

STORMS OF THE GREAT LAKES

"November, with a total of 45 severe storms in twenty-five yeass, is the month
°f greatest storm frequency on the Great Lakes., October, November, and December
have sach an average of nore then cne and less than two severe sicrms, Next in
Order comesSepiember and March, with 23 and 22 storms, respectively. In June and
fugust sevire storms occur about once in three years and ia July about unce in
four years. It appears from these figures thati as the seascn of tavigation ap-
\p?°a°hes its close the storms increase in number and also, asc a ruie, in severity.!
This stetement from a Weather Burcau bulletin shows why Geoat leles shipping and
‘ the Weather Bureau are solclosely in toudh4at this time ¢f ywer, and why our daily
Dewzpapers have been telling us of damage to Take shipping, beginn:ag late in
September,mith the foundering of a vessel and the loss of ail on beard.

"The most destructive storms of the Great Lakés come from the Southwest. As
the storm center epproaches the middle Mississippi or Ohjo rivers the barometer
falls repidly and the (6nst to nmortheast) wind gradually increases vo gale farces
F°1lowing the passage of the storm center the wind shifts suddenly to porthwast énd
the barometer rises repidly. The gales that attend these storms are particularly
danéerous on the United $tales side of the Great Jakes wrere thiey come as onshore
Winds, and in the winter months the danger is freguently addel v by heavy falls
of snow and subsequent {ntense cold. Storms from the Middle West or the Northwest
8remore nymerous. Gyélunes of tropical origin occasionally crouss the Lakes, though

lever without ample warning.
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