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VISIBILITY BEFOfCF: 

The 'belief tha t  exceptionally good v i s i b i l i t y  i s  a si@ of coming ra in  does 

not seem t o  be substantiated by observations, V i s i b i l i t y  decreases as the dust i n  

the air increases, The air is usually l e a s t  dusty immediately a f t e r  a rain adither 

than before, Also, as dust or smoke g a r t i c l e s  tend t o  take up moisture and there- 

by become larger  when the a i r  is daw, the increasing humidity before r a i n  thickells 

the haze, I t  may be said,  hmever, that if haze is already present,  the  view w i l l  

be i q r o v e d  when heavy clouds shut off the strong Light mhiEh il luminates the haze 

cause@ shimwring. Then one m y  see d i s t a n t  objects be t te r ,  even though the 

atmosphere i t s e l f  i s  no clearer .  

A se r ies  of observations i n  England show that of days with a v i s i b i l i t y  Of 21 

miles or more, only  a th i rd  were followed by appreciable rain between the observa- 

t ion and 7 the next morning, while, when a l l  days were considered, such r a i n  oc- 

curred in 45 per cent. of thecases. In general, v i s i b i l i t y  i s  best i n  the ear ly  

Qrning  a f t e r  a c l e a r  night following a raiuy day, and good v i s i b i l i t y  should be 

considered a prognostic of fair meather ra ther  than of rain. 

---------- 
(Tomorrow: Rain Vith Rising Pressure) 
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