
No* 477 

Nov. 20 

Science Service Feature 

WHY THE TtEATISER 7 

By Cr .  Charles F. Brooks 
of Clark Tjuiversity 

R A I N  BTTH RISIWG P,WSSm 

A recent number of ffPunchtt p i c tu re s  an i r a sc ib l e  gentleman, whose barorceter 

has been r i s i n g  f o r  days, throwing it  out into the  r a i n ,  with a "Here, ge t  out in 

the r a i n  and see f o r  yourse1f.1~ 

Rain with rising pressure Tuesday and Wednesday, rain with s tz t ionary  high 

Pressure Thursday, Friday and Saturday, and r a i n  with f a l l i n g  pressure SWdttY and 

Monday - such was the  wetness tha t  b e f e l l  t h e  south At lan t ic  and pa r t  Of the eas t  

Gulf s t a t e s  a few reeks ago. If steady rain besins with r i s i n g  pressure one WY 

the  r a i n  t o  continue t i l l  the pressure not only stops r i s i n g  but ge ts  throu,$ 

f a l l i n g  afterwards. 

from a period of f a l l i n g  barometer i n t o  one of rising, the wetness is l i k e l y  t o  

come to  a n  end shortly. 

I f ,  however, the rain is of a showery type or has c o n t i ~ u e d  

Vith bhe steady r a i n  type there is 4ueually a northeast wind blowing from a 

cool o r  cold high pressure a rea  and running under a warmer, moist wind from abont 

the opposite d i rec t ion .  

is constantly being cooled and thereby having some of i ts  rrtoisture prec ip i ta ted ,  

The r i s i n g  pressure is the r e s u l t  of a temporary approach of the l t H i g h t l  on the 

north which 'becomes deadlocked with a ltlowll on t h e  south. 

The warm wind r i s i n g  continuously on the  inledge of coo l  a i r  

Later as a low pressure 

area develops or approaches the  11highfl gives way, and the pressure f a l l s  as the 

"10W1 '  &raws nearer, 

l i k e l y  t o  s top  the  rain, 

e t e r  has f a l l e n  and is beginning t o  r i s e ,  it i s  usually t he  r e s u l t  of overturning 

of the lower a tmsphere  as a cold, heavy wind i s  displacing the  warmor !.rind Pre- 
ViOUSly prevailing. 

A s  soon as t he  lllow" passes, d r i e r  a i r  from t h e  northrust i S  

Nhen the  r a i n  i s  showery and occurs 'just a f t e r  the  barom- 

---------- 
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