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Sll"lrlTY THANKSGIVINGS 

"Over the r ive r  and through the wood, 
To grandfather's house we go: 

The Horse knowsthe way 
To carry the sleigh 

Through the white and dr i f ted  snow, 

"Over the r iver  and through the wood - 
Oh, how the mind does blow! 

It st ings the toes 
And b i t e s  the nose, 

As over the ground ae god" 

These well known verses suggest a type of Thanksgiving weather that  we 

are  more inclined t o  associate v i t h  Christmas than with a day four weeks earl- 

i e r ,  

beg-, and those of much of our North and Best j u s t i fy  our  children i n  singing 

these l ines,  

Nevertheless, the weather records of New England, where our ThanhEaiving8 

I n  kssachuse t t s ,  an especially hard winter was that of 1740-41 

when, although Thanksgiving was observed as ear ly  as the thir teenth of Novem- 

ber, i t  was b i t t e r l y  cold, and snow f e l l  a l l  day, 

longest snowstorms that ha6 ever been known i n  New England began on Saturday, 

I n  November, 1748, one of the 

the seventeenth, and lasted u n t i l  the evening of the followin& Vednesday. 

heavy f a l l  of m o w  buried many houses so deeply tha t  the people i n  them were 

The 

forced t o  tunnel1 through drifts  t o  ge t  out, and men on horseback could no$ see 

over the snowbanks piled along the sides of the pa r t i a l ly  cleared highways. 

Again in 1835 sleighing had commenced by the end of November. Another heavy 

RCorm, that of November 30, 1842, covered a wide area; f i f t een  inches of 8now 

are recorded as having f a l l en  at Dover, N.H,, and llmuch snowlt f e l l  a t  B a l t i -  
more, 

A 1 1  November snowstorms mere n o t  so long ago, hoaeoer, f o r  i t  was on Novem- 
ber 27, 1898, that  the steamer Portland l e f t  Boston, and sank d t h  a l l  On board 
i n  a t e r r i f i c  northeast snowstorm, only three years ago great snow, s l ee t ,  and 
ice storms swept the country, pract ical ly  from coast t o  coast, i n  the l a t t e r  
half of November, 
at The Dalles, Oregon, i n  one storm. 

That that  time four and a half f ee t  of snow and s lee t  f e l l  
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(Tomorrow: W s t r i b u t i o n  of Ice  Storms" ) 
A l l  rights reserved by Scienae Service, Ino,, Washington, DOC. 

-e---------- 


