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WHY THE'irEATKEX 7 

By Dr. Charles F. Brooks 
of  Clark University 

CAUSE OF ICE STORbS- 

heteorological conditions of the sor t  that favor  ice  storms i)ccUT whenever we 

have a Ifnortheast storm". That i s ,  under such conditions there is a cold Wind 

from over the growid, and usually, r idiag over i t  i s  a w a r m  moisi; 

Practically the opposite direction. 

in the low twenties, the warmer wind higher up is n o t  usually much above freezing 

in mY portion, and so the prgcipitation is i n  the form of snow, s o m t i m s  hard 

8nOw or irregular or angular s lee t .  Hoipever, if the lower a i r  tenperatures are 

but a few degrees below freezing, and e i ther  the snow from higher levels w i l l  

largely o r  wholly melt in passirg through it ,  or raindrops may form v t th in  th i s  

Warmest layer. Under such condstions s l e e t  o r  glaze at i3 .1  form as slush-drops or 

rain-drops fa l l  through the co ld  wind. 

above freezing no glaze  w i l l  form, though there m a y  be some s l ee t ,  frozen a t  a 

short distance above the ground where the temperatures may be s l igh t ly  below freez- 

If the general temperatures a t  The growd are  

If the teniperatures near the ground a r e  

ing, 

Rarely during ra in  does the temperature s tay low enough but no t  too low, that  

i s ,  about 25 to  30 degrees Fahrenheit, t o  permit the accumulation of considerable 

glaze or s lee t  without an a w x t u r e  of snow, 0n the one hand, or  a melting of the 

ice  on the other, Just three years ago today, however, there ended such a storm 

which through central  and western Massachusetts and par t  of central  New York had 

Produced in three days four j,nches o r  more of s lee t  and ice  on the ground, and two 

inches of glase on exposed oluects that could stand such a great accumulation o f  

ice.  

heavy ra in  that did not freeze.' 

Farther north there w a 8  over a f o o t  or two of enow; far ther  south there was 
. b  
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