
No. ,400 

Dec, 3 

A Science Service Feature 

7 \THY TKE REATHER 7 

By D r .  Charles F. Brooks 
of Clark University, 

f 

DECEh'iB'ER 

I n  December, the f i r s t  month of winter, says a Government b u l l e t i n ,  Ircold 

becomes more frequent and severe, pa r t i cu la r ly  i n  the  i n t e r i o r  and northern s t a t e s ,  

and very low temperatures occasionally occur." F i f t y  degrees below zero Fahren- 

he i t  has been recorded i n  north cen t r a l  Montana, and 60 or 70 below i n  Canada and 

In t e r io r  Alaska, while 14 degrees Fahrenheit is t h e  lowest record f o r  the eas t  

Gulf coast ,  the lowest normal temperatures fo r  the  month 

a re  found i n  northeastern North Dakota and ,northern Minnesota, where they a r e  10 

degrees or s l i g h t l y  l e s s  above Zero. 

rapidly t o  about 55 degrees along the Gulf Coast.lt 

ages range from a b u t  40 degrees i n  the  north t o  56 degrees in the south. 

At lan t ic  seaboard, an the other hand, va r i e s  from Boston i n  the north with an 

In  the United S ta t e s ,  

To the southward the n o r m l s  increase ra ther  

On the Pac i f ic  coast the aver- 

The 

average of 32 degrees Fahrenheit f o r  the month to  Key West with 70 degrees. 

" In  the  Pac i f ic  coast- s t a t e s  the rainy season i s  usually well established - 
with frequent heavy snowe i n  the elevated mountain d i s t r i c t s .  

frequently heavy i n  the  nor thesn ' s ta tes  east of the Rockies, pa r t i cu la r ly  i n  por- 

Snowfall i s  a l so  

t i ons  of Michigan and t h e  i n t e r i o r  of New York, where the  monthly averages exceed 

30 inches." 

"Much cloudy weather p reva i l s  during December from t h e  upper Ohio Valley 

northward and northeastward, and i n  the f a r  northwestern s t a t e s ,  t he re  being On 

the average l e s s  than 3 hours of sunshine a day i n  these sections. The Florida 

Peninsu3.B. and f a r  southwestern s t a t e s ,  on t h e  other hand, a r e  comparatively Swlny, 

Pa r t i cu la r ly  the l a t t e r  ' sec t ion ,  where many l o c a l i t i e s  usually receive nearly 8 
hours of sunshine daily! 
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(Tomorrow: The meather Breeder) 
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