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R A I N  OR SNOW CURTAINS 

When a shower is pass ing  at a d i s t ance ,  fes toons  of r a i n  w2f sometimes be 

seen f a l l i n g  from the cloud and trailing out behind. 3 sometimes these  r a ins t r eaks  

f a i l  t o  reach  the  ground; if t h e  air  i s  t o o  dry a l l  t h e  drops may evaporate during 

t h e i r  slow f a l l  t o  e a r t h ,  

caces of ra in .  them, the  extent  of t he  r a i n  s t r eaks  givessome idea of t h e  ch- 

I n  t h e  case of a shower moving towards t h e  observer,  

Occasionally when a t h i c k  f a i r l y  h igh  cloud is owerhead, an hour or  two's warn- 

ing Of the  < a r r i v a l  of snow or  ra in  from melted flakes may be obtained by watching 

the appearance of the  sky. When t h e  snow beings i t s  downmard joiirney from the 

cloud, the d e t a i l s  of t he  cloud base soon become b lu r red  and confused, t he  ou t l ines  

a re  no longer c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e ,  t he re  is merely a dark  indeterminate mass. 

begins t o  fall from t h e  cloud, the  warning may be given 0;ll.y 10 o r  20 minutes i n  

If r a i n  

advance. The i n d i c a t i o n  is longer i n  advance fo r  snow than f o r  r a i n  because snow 

fa l ls  more slowly, and a r a i n  c u r t a i n  has t o  be t h i cke r  t o  blot1 OLC t he  d e t a i l s  of 

the cloud. ---------- 

(Tomrrow: Inso la t ion :  Heat from the Sun) 
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