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CHRIS TI:IAS VEATHER AND CUSTOMS 

For American ch i ld ren  the  ideal Christmas should be snorJy and a f f o r d  good 

s l e igh ing  f o r  San ta  Claus, Our Christmas t r a d i t i o n s  of the  f ir  t r e e  and Santa  

clam with his s l e i g h  and re indeer  are der ived from n o r t h  Europe, and while ap- 

Propr ia to  t o  the  nor thern  p a r t  of the United. S t a t e s  must seem ra the r  puzz l ing  t o  

ch i ldren  ' in ' ca l i forn ia  or  the South, 
* .  

Christmas cards  here  ahound i n  evergreens 

and snow scenes,  but those su ld  in the  7est Ind ie s  a r e  more l i k e l y  t o  d isp lay  

P a l a  t r e e s ,  In  England Yule logs and plum puddings i t q l y  cold  weather, and 6nOWY 

Christmas cards  a r e  the  rule, though i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of London, snow i s  r a re ly  

Present:-.at Christmas time. In the  Netherlands, S t ,  Nicholas, the o r i g i n a l  Of our 

Santa  Claus, does not  come with re indeer ,  but r i d e s  a horse ins tead .  

Sou.th European Christmas customs vary s t i l l  more wid.ely from ours.  Along 

the kedi te r ranean , roses ,  geraniums and other  flowers bloom abundantly f o r  t h e  

hol iday decorat ions A t  Naples Christmas becomes an outdoor f e s t i v a l  ce lebra ted  

w i t h  s t r e e t  fdirs  and fireworks,  In Provence, Noel processio:s used t o  take p lace .  

A beau t i fu l  young woman and a c h i l d  rode on a donkey ( vhich an old  fisherman i s  

su.pposed t o  be leading i n t o  E g r p t )  and a r e  f o l l o w d  by young girls  i n  mhite mus- 

l i n ,  representing. angels .  I n  t h e  Ha-+vaiian I s l ands ,  a l s o ,  mild Christmases a r e  

the r u l e  and the  na t ives  deck themselves viith nrea ths  of f101Fers t o  c e l e b r a t e  the 

day, 
r a the r  out of p l ace  f o r  Christmas t o  fall i n  suimer. 
the Engl i sh  v a l i a n t l y  serve the t r a d i t i o n a l  r o a s t s  and plum pudding, 

"Yet i n  a way 

In regions of the south temperate zona where real. v inters  occur i t  seems 
Thus, i n  Aus t r a l i a ,  al though 

I t  d i d  not  seem l i k e  Christmas day 
V{j. t h  no g igan t i c  b e c h  Yule-logs 
l j lazing betmeen the brass f ire-dogs 
And Ivith 100 degrees i n  the  shade 
On the  thermoiceter displayed,"  

(To.riorrow: Which Bay Is the cYind?) 
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