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? M Y  THE WEATHER ? 

By D r ,  Charles F. Brooks 
of Clark Universi ty  

Win d i r e c t i o n  is of such importance in contro ling meather L a t  mind vanes 

a re  Often known as weather vanes, Fhat do the d i f f e r e n t  mind d i r ec t ions  c o l ~ o n l y  

ind ica te?  Throughout most of the United S t a t e s  our gene ra l  f a i r  weather Finds 

are ivesterly,  i n  sumaer sovhhmssterly, except on t h e  P a c i f i c  coas t ,  vhere they 

a r e  northwester ly  o r  nor ther ly ,  

many l o c a l  va r i a t ions .  

tYPiCa1 sequence of vind changes. 

Sea-breezes and uiountain and v a l l e y  winds Cause 

I n  s i n t e r ,  the  passage of a cyclone i s  accompanied by a 

If the c e n t e r  of a 11lovP i s  passing t o  the  

north,  you experience 11veeringI' winds, that is, the  wind is first from t h e  south- 

e a s t ,  then souther ly ,  tu rn ing  t o  southwester ly  and fiwl.ly rvest or  northwest. 

"3acking" winds, on the o ther  hand, i nd ica t e  tha t  the cenLar of the low is pass ink  

t o  the  south,  

'mind s h i f t i r g  t o  nor th  and then t o  northwest o r  ves t .  

Thus wi th  backing winds the succession i s  an east o r  nor theas t  

--...------ L 

(To2:orrow: Wind and barometer i n  Forecas t ing)  
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