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Jen; 1 ? WHY THE WEATHER 7

By Dr. Charles F. Brooks
of Clark University.

JANUARY EXTREMES

Januvary is usually the coldest though‘not the snowiest of the winpef<months‘
do one gan tell ﬁhéthgr the present January is.likély to have weather‘d}OSe to the
average or ﬁhether it will be a record breaker.’ TWolunusuél Januarys, those ofﬂ
1912 ang 1919, show what different ppssibilities Japuary affords. -

The Januﬁry of 1918 with a frigid heritége from December was extraqrdinarily‘
cold ea;t'of the Rockieé.‘ According to an arherst record, it was thevcdldest
Donth at least since 1636. In the Middle Vest a trﬁe blizzard with snow driyen by
'&'gale at a tempgrature'down to 20 dégrees below zero Fahrenheit tied up trgffic
almost completely for two days. 'Relative to the cold land or énow surfaces,the
Open.wéters of the Great Lakes, Atlanﬁic and Gulf were excessively’war@;‘and,
therefore’ favored the developwent of numerous storms, Néar the Great lakes snow
fﬁli‘almost daily, in ‘some places‘the total for the month reached 3 to B feet,

The ‘January of 1919, on the other hand, presents quite a different picture.
45 a whole it was unusﬁally warm over all central and northern districtS,-the‘
temperature for the month ranging from 6 tﬁ 18 degrees Fahrenheit ébéve normal.
Whole months commonly vary from averages by 3 degrees Fahrenheit or sé,'ﬁut de-
Partures of 10 degrees or more are rare. The snowfall of January, 1919, was near-
.ly everyﬁhefe remarkably light. The month stértgd witﬁ a moderate snow cover,
but under the influence of much sunshine, particularly potent in'tﬁe month when
the earth is nearest the sun, and moderate'temperatures the snow rapidly-diminish—
€d until "by the close of the month the snow cover had disappeered except f§r

Small areas im the more northern districts and at the higher elevations in the
Western mountains."
(Tomorrow: Snuw In Raiiroading)
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