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By D r .  Charles  F. Brooks 
o f  Clark Universi ty .  

_.. JANUARY EXIREIdB 

Jamuary i s  usua1f.y the  co ldes t ,  though not t h e  snowiest of t h e  win ter  months. 

do one can t e l l  whether the  ? resent  Jsnu,ary i s  l i k e l y  t o  have weatkler c lose  t o  the  

average or  whether i t  r 5 l l  be a record breaker ,  

l918 and 1919, sh0-T ttrhat d i f f e r e n t  p o s f i i b i l i t i e s  Januilry a f fo rds ,  

.- 

Two unusual Januarys, those Of 

The January of 1918 with a f r ig id  h e r i t a g e  from Deceluber was exti 'aordinarilY 

co ld  e a s t  of the Rockies. According t o  an & h e r s t  record ,  i t  v'as the co ldes t  

month at l e a s t  s i n c e  lh36. 

e gale a t  a teraperatwe down t o  20 degrees below zero Fahrenhei t  t i e d  up t r a f f i c  

& h o s t  completely f o r  two days. 

open waters  of the Great Lakes, A t l a n t i c  and Gulf I-;ere excess ive ly  marm; and, 

t he re fo re ,  favored the developiaent of nuwrous  storms, 

f e l l  almost d a i l y ,  i n  some p laces  the t o t a l  for the month reached 3 t o  5 f e e t .  

I n  the  Middle ';/est a t rue  b l i z z a r d  v i t h  sno.67 dr iven  by 

Rela t ive  t o  t h e  co ld  land or  snov surfaces the 

Near the  Great Lakes snow 

The January of 1919, on t h e  o the r  hand, p r e s e n t s  q u i t e  a d i f f e r e n t  p i c t u r e ,  

As a Whole i t  was unusual ly  warm over all c e n t r a l  and northern d i s t r i c t @ ,  the 

temperature f o r  t h e  month ranging from 6 t o  18 degrees  Fahrenhei t  above normal. 

Jihole rnonths commonly vary f ro in  averages by 3 degrees  Fahrenhei t  or so ,  but de- 

p a r t u r e s  of 10 degrees o r  inore a r e  r a r e .  

ly everywhere newrkab ly  l ight.  

The snowfal l  of January, 1919, w a s  near- 

The month s t a r t e d  w i t h  a moderate snow cover,  

kt under t h e  inf luence  of rnuch sunshine,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  po ten t  i n  the month when 

the earth is  nea res t  the  sun, and moderate tempsrpturcs the  mow r a p i d l y  diminish- 

@d until  "by t h e  close of t he  moni;h the snov covcr had disappcared except for 

a r e a s  i n  t h e  more nor thern  d i s t r i c t s  and a t  t h e  higher  e l eva t ions  i n  the  
Western mouatains." 

---------c 

(Tomorrow: Snow Xn Rai l roading)  
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