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SNOW_IN RAILROADING

Snow is one of the worst wbrries of the railroad man. A heavy fall of wet
Snow may add more than a ton to each éar of a train - quite an additional handicap
when the right of way is more or less blouged and the reils slippery. Where snow-
fall is mederate, the tracks may usuvally be cleared with simple push plows. But
for snow several feet deep, such as occasionally occurs in the northern United
States ané in Canada, and is the rule in fhe Sierra Nevedes and Cascades, POWeTfU1
rotary plows are required. To prevent snow frowm collecting on the tracks, snow
fences, hedgeé, or a row of trees are frequently employed to bresk the strength
of the wind. Drifts then form behind these defences rather than onAthe tracks.

In high mountain fegions snoﬁ fences are not sufficient protection and show sheds

ust be. constructed over the track - although they do not improve the view for the
Swuner traveller., The Overland Route of the Southern Pacificihas 32 miles of such
Snbwsheds. Roofs of wooden sheds will usually suétain snow 16 feet deép; even so

they sometimes collapse, while fire is anothér menace to thebsheds,which increzses
the expense of mzinienance.

In city terminzls snow and icé accumulations are responsible for countless
inconveniences, the freezing of switches, signals and turntables, end even the ¢
freezing of coal into the bottom of coal cars, To facilitate the unloading of
coal hopper cars are sometimes run into steaming sheds to thaw the load.
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