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By Dr. Charles ¥, Brooks,
of Clark University.

OUR _ANNUAL RLIWEALL

As our newapapers begin for 1925 a new set of accumuleted departures
of praecipitation it is interesting to note the basis used, Precipitation, or
"rajinfzll", includes zll forms of water falling from the clouds, ; rein, snow,
sleét, and hail, In estimating total precipitation the frozen forms mast be
changed to an egquivalent wmount of rain, For instence, in inch of sngwfall
usually melts down to about 1/10th inch of water, though wat, héawy snow has a
higher water content than cold light snow, Roliable averages ace made up from
meny years! observations.

East of the Mississippi, the Gulf coast, with 50 to 80 inches; and thé
southern face of the Appalachians, with somchwat more, have the greatest amual
precipitation, Boston avsrazes about 43 inches, Chicago 33, Coinz west across
the Breat Pleins, it becomes ircreasingly drier, the totals of precipitation
falling 1ocally even to less then 15 inches..'The Rockies are sorewhat wetter,
the platsau drier, Qn the Pucific coast the heavily forested slﬁpes of Orcgon,
Tashinzton, and British Columbia receive over 100 inches a yszar, while in the
desart near ths mouth of the Colorado River the aversge is five inches or less.

is due

The umid choracter of the East and the far West ~: to their

open axposure to moderately warm oceans whenco numerous passing storms frequently

draw end precipitate wator vepor, Distance frow the ssa and high mountuin bar-
riers deprive the Great Plains and interior plateaus of a fair rainfall and re-

duce them to their semi-arid or arid condition.
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(Tomorrow: Our Rainy Season.)
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