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By Dr. fharles P. Brocks
of Clax¥ Universiiy,

WYERINYIWG" THE FOTBECASTS

Everybody inevitably compares the weather with the foiecast and, of COﬁ?se,‘
Pagses jﬁdgment, rot alweys in the most compiimertary termg, on wnat the Wesathzr
Man ied him to expect. Such everylay verifiers however usually do not realize
that the Weathsr Bureau is its own severe critic, thalt it vorilies its cwvn fore-
Casts according to definite rules, amd that it gives its fovecasters and would-be

£ . . . . - M
Yorzcasters their percentage ratings and promotes them accuudingly.

o

While thcia are special verificaiions of colid waves azd coastal gales, the

daily'forecasts are verified separately for weaiheiv aud lewperature, For erxample,
the teym "fair" may be correctly used to irdicace all stoges beiween sunshiug and
less than 0.0l inch cf precipitation., Theoretically at least, it mey rain a small
amount on a “fair" day, without injuring the forecaster's oificial repuiation, Both
“unsettied" ard "cloudy" ave placed, for verification puiposes, unGer the head
"fairf. On the other Land if any precipitation at all occors durirg the forecast
Pefiod, a torecast of "rain' or "snow! is counsidered technically vexveci. The
other half of the forecast relateés %o temperature changes. Fov examp:e, in the
eastern third of the United States, a rise or fall of 10 degress in 24 aours in
winter is a verifying change,K that is, a change which shovid have been forecast,
The appearance of “not much change in temperature" of the lack of any meutlion of
temperature in the forecast means  then that the chahge should be less than 10
degrees, "Rarmer" or fcolder", nevertheless are verified by any rise or fall in

temperature’ respectively.,

(Tomorrow; Water Vapor Into In, and Jut of the Alr)
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