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OUTDOOR HUMIDITIES IN ITINTER 

Few people r e a l i z e  horn very l i t t l e  water vapor i s  present i n  the air in 

cold weather. 

cold Massachusetts is atout  the same as i n  air  over w a r m  Arizona. 

In January, f o r  instance, t h e  percentage of moisture i n  air Over 

Indeed, Mas- 

sachusetts i s  ac tua l ly  d r i e r  i n  winter than the d r i e s t  desert regions of the 

United S t a t e s  i n  Burner, 

thus the vapor pressure i n  North bakota i n  January i s  hardly hore than a t h i r d  

I n  winter the  coldest  regions a re  a l s o  the  d r i e s t ;  

Of that in Massachusetts,, Both winter and simmer there is more water vapor 

present over the Gulf S t a t e s  than elsewhere i n  the United StsL-bes or Canada, 

though in January t h e  place with most moisture, the southem t1.P of Florida, 

i s  hardly as humid as Massachusetts i n  July. 

3Cn speaking of humidities, there is l i k e l y  t o  be a confusion between relaw 

t i v e  humidity and absolute humidity, 

sing here, means the a c t u a l  amount of water vapor i.n a given vcJlume of air ,  

Absolute humidity, which we are discus- 

Relative h w i d i t y ,  on the other hand, means t h e  r a t i o  of the ar~i~ullt pi.eSent 

t o  the  amount possible at that temperatwe. 1% measures the ease w i t h  which 

Water vapor can be put i n t o  o r  taken from the air, , Thus we nay say that the 

wind is damp and cold on a typ ica l  winter day;, not  meaning that  a large amount 

of water vapor is present, but .that the l i m i t  of moisZ;ness, always low i n  cold 

weather, has been nearly or quite  reached, and hence clouds and fogs w i l l  forrn 

readi ly  . --------------- 
(Tomorrow: Forty Relow Vs. Zero) 
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