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W3YTHE FEATHER p 

By Dr. Charles  F. ~ r o o k s ,  
of Clark r!niversit,y, 

People from Vermont while  v i s i t i n g  friends i n  Boston comiionly t e l l  tham 

t h a t  weather tmenty, t h i r t y ,  o r  f o r t y  below zero i n  Vermont, t h c i r  Itdry cold" 

i s  w c h  more comfortable than t h e  'Idamp c3ldll weather of zero o r  t e n  above 

L i t  Boston. 

c l ima te  over t h a t  of Chicago. 

Minnesota people s i i n i l a r l y  brag of t he  advantages of t h e i r  mintor 

Is t h i a  popular impression co r rec t ?  

The c o f i e s t  weather i n  nor thcrn  i n t e r i o r s  is accompanied by c l e a r  skies, 

sunshine,  and no wind, a combination not  uncommon the re  in minter ,  but weather 

with moderately low temperatures may be q u i t c  cloudy, windy, and, t he re fo re ,  

f e e l  co lde r  than  t h a t  whcn air temperatures  are such lower. The same i s  gen- 

e r a l l y  t r u e  a l i t t l e  fur ther  south,  but t h o  occuircncr-: of very cold,  quie t ,  

c l e a r  days i s  exceptiona.1, The co ldes t  weather  occurs  on windy days when cold  

a i r  i s  imported from f a r t h e r  north.  

c i t y "  , and Boston, of prove rb ia l  var iabi l i ty , /commonly of a p i e r c i n g  qua l i ty ,  

t han  i s  the case in the l e s s  windy i n t e r i o r ,  The Liverage win ter  r e l a t i v e  hu- 

Thus, co ld  weathor i n  Chicago, the 'lwindy 
i s  much more 

midity and c loudiness  of Minnesota a r e  l e s s  than  in Chicago, while the r eve r se  

i s  true with Vermont vsc Boston, So the  c h i l l i n e s s  a sc r ibcd  Lo I'Jiinp coldll, 

seems rmre l i k e l y  t o  be the r e s u l t  of windy cold,  In f a c t ,  typical IIraw'f days 

i n v a r i a b l y  cloudy and windy f c c l  jus t  as c h i l l y  mith a r d l a t i v c  humidity of 50 

p e r  cen t  F - 8  with a humidity of 80 o r  90. Gh:n the  air is  cold,  our body tern- 

puratwres  a r e  so much h igher  than  t h e  temperature of saturei t ion f o r  the air, 
that  what m i g h t  be s t y l e d  the phys io log ica l  r e l a t i v f  humidity,  o r .hwnid i ty  re l -  
a t i v e  t o  s a t u r a t i o n  a t  body temperature ,  is  alvnys so w r y   lo^, 10 percent  o r  
undcr,  that a d i f f e rence  of a few percent  mould be hard t o  not ice .  
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(Tornorrow: Fogs and Clouds) 
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