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ATROSPHERIC FOLLUTION 

No air i s  clean, Even t h a t  over mid-ocean contains innumerable minute 

P a r t i c l e s  such as salt dust and p l a n t  spores4 

however, where the  chimneys of i n d u s t r i a l  p lan ts  belch f o r t h  smoke a l l  day 

long  tha t  the matter of atmospheric po l lu t ion  becomes serious,  

I t  i s  only over large c i t i e s ,  

F i t t sburgp ,  

known f o r  so many years as the smoky c i t y  has successfully enacted d r a s t i c  

measures t o  reduce the smoke menace, 

t h i s  d i r ec t ion  a re  constantly being taken, marlcedrcsults have not ye t  been 

achieved, 

I n  London, howevcr, although s teps  in 

There i t  i s  estimated tha t  the  average annual dcposit of soot is 

248 tons per square mile f o r  the whole c i t y ,  When d.uring a fog, ,the Smoke 

Cannot escape, but i s  concentrated i n  the lower air, the death r a t e  jumps. For 

instance,  i n  one week under such conditions tQe denths from broncho-pneumonia 

r o s e  from 182 t o  238. Children, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  are af fec ted  by t h e  confined 

Smoke, and f r a g i l e  p l an t s ,  such as orchids, perish, 

b ina t ion  of t h i s  soot w i t h  water contains "a l l  t h e  acids and i r r i t a t i n g  ingred- 

It appcers t h a t  t h e  COE- 

i e n t s  of poison gas." 

That smoke i s  ini;)urious t o  p l an t  l i f e  i s  c l e a r l y  shown when a l l  t r e e s  and 

shrubs succ&b i n  smoky d i s t r i c t s ,  The e f f o r t s  of S t ,  Louis, f o r  instance,  t o  

esttablish t r e e s  within the smoke area  of the i n d u s t r i a l  por t ion  of the c i t y  ap- 

pear  t o  be proving f a i lu re s .  Even such a r e s i s t a n t  shrub as p r i v e t  dying out*  

The smoke a l s o  has a des t ruc t ive  e f f e c t  on buildings.  

i n  addi t ion  to  the free carbon which s o i l s  everything. 

Soot contains sulphates, 

These cause cer ta in  

building stones very slowly t o  d i s in tegra te .  

w i l l  the c i t y  smoke of the f u t u r e  be collected, bufned or f i l t e r e d ,  and 
discharged high and beyond the  c i t y  l i m i t s  t o  leeward? ;There is already a 
tendency i n  t h i s  d i r ec t ion  i n  the work of c i t y  planners who are placing the 
smokiest i ndus t r i e s  on the  preva i l ing ly  leeward margins* ------------- 
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