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DULL DAYS 

Why a r e  d u l l  days SO charac te r i s t ic  of Tinter? Are the clouds of winter more 

Pers i s ten t ,  denser, and lower than those of summer? yes. With t h e  exception of 

cape Hatteras,  central  Colorado, and the coast of northern California,  whore the 

Percent of possible sunshine occurring is atout  t h e  same winter and summar, the 

cloudiness throughout the United S t a t e s  and southern Canada is  grea te r  i n  winter 

than i n  s w e r .  

in winter t o  but a half  o r  a t h i r d  of t h a t  i n  s u m r  i n  the eastern United S t a t e s  

generally. The dullness of "any winter dws compared with correspondingly cloudy 

This winter cloudiness reduces the  number of hours of sunshine 

days of e w e r  is enchanced both by the greater  density and the lower elevation of 

winter clouds, 

great ,  however, as the r e l a t i v e  darkness makes it  appear. 

a low angle must shine a much grea te r  distance through any cloud beforu i t s  rays 

or  t h e i r  remnants can emerge a t  the under surface. 

appear twice 8 8  dense i n  midwintor a B  in midsummer. 

cloud sheets  shuts offmuch l igh t  t h a t  might, come from more illuminated portions 

of the sky, Local heating by the sun tends t o  make sumuer clouds bunchy and t o  

keep them broken, thus allowingthe passage of p l e n t i f u l  light ' he re  and there no 

The difference in cloud density i n  winter vs,  eunmer is not so 

In winter the su1 from 

The same cloud might, therefore;  

The loscness of typical  win tw 

matter how dense a p a r t i c u l a r  cumlus  cloud may be. 

i n  winter,  however, and the strength of the generally overlapping d n d a  constantly 

favor the sheet-like formation so c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of winter clouds. 

i t  is the hopelessly d u l l  day of winter t h a t  makes the sparklingly c l e a r  day so 

The weakness of the sun's rays 

Nevorthelcss, 

cheery by contrast  6 ---------- 
(Toixorrom: Temperature and Pressure Experinent ) 
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