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MISFIT WEATHER FROM THE SOUTH 
-_I_ 

FeTT of those so  fortunate as t o  winter i n  the South r ea l i ze  tha t  the a i r  

they there  enjoy is the %&iwsl1 f o r  t he  snow, s l e e t ,  dmp, and m i l d  meather of 

t he  regions t o  the north. ITinter storms a r e  born and bred$. of the cont ras t s  be- 

tween the mildness of the south a d  the  coldness of the north. 

abundant water vapor of the southern air ,  espec ia l ly  of t h a t  over t he  Gulf of 

Mexico and the Gulf Stream, is as fooc! t o  these stor13sr By the l a t e n t  heat of 

condensation of the cooled vapor is the  tcraperature cont ras t  and energy of the 

6 t orm p a r t l y  nain tai ned. 

The r e l a t i v e l y  

While the air  s tays  south where i t  i s  w a r m  enough t o  take on more mois- 

ture r a t h e r  than t o  give soflle up, no one can complain of i t s  charac te r i s t ics ,  but 

when i t  invades the north and g e t s  a c h i l l ,  by passing over the co ld  gronnd, blrf 

mixing with the . co lde r  air, and by expanding i n  r i s i n g  over obstructing denser 

a i r  masses, then i t  is generally unwelcome. 

snow, s l e e t ,  or r a i n  t h a t  f reezes ,  make people wish they l ived  f a r t h e r  north whew 

such invasions a r e  l e s s  common. 

Then the dense gloomy clouds, heavy 

If the  southern air comes very r ap fd ly  and works 

i t s  way t o  the sround we may have t he  foggy slush of a winter thaw. All t h i s  is 

ll'misfitll weather. 

o m  cold meather, and not a l o t  of sub-kropiclal weather served up cold. 

i c e  cream b e t t e r  

I n  winter we want winter weather, t h a t  i s ,  more o r l e s s  continu- 

We l ike 

than a w a r m  puddfdg t h a t  has got  cold.  

(Tomorrow: Snow Surfaces) 

A l l  r i gh t s  reserved by SciaRce Service 

SCIENCE SERVICE, 
B and 21st S ts. , 
Washington, D. C. 


