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SITOW CRYSTAL FOPS 

Microphotographs of snow c r y s t a l s  show t h e i r  marvellous d i v e r s i t y  and beauty 

Of form and s t r u c h r e ,  perfect  f lakes  often exhibit ing a remarkable symmetry, even 

t o  the smallest d e t a i l s  of pat tern,  

internat ional ly  famous col lect ion of thousands of these snow c r y s t a l  photographs, 

Such is  the  individual i ty  of each flake that no two a r e  ident ical ,  

w ,  A. Bentley of Jericho, V t . ,  has mde an  

The form of a snowflake depends p a r t l y  on i t s  meteorological his tory,  I t  may 

start high a l o f t  as Q t iny  i c e  disk or needle. 

themselves surrounded with such ice  p a r t i c l e s ,  so small. as t o  be scarcely v i s i b l e  

except f o r  t h e i r  g l i n t  i n  the sunlight. These t i n y  p a r t i c l e s  on f a l l i n g  t o  lo:ver, 

moister regions may serve as centers  for the growing f lakes ,  

Balloonists have sometimes found 

The f i n a l  flakes 

may be imperfect fragments l e f t  a f t e r  most of the c r y s t a l  has evaporated, 

l a rges t  and mobt beaut i ful  b r a n c h i q  forms generally occur with surface tempera- 

tures  near freezing. 

The 

A s ingle  large f l a k e  my be composed of several  adherant 

c r y s t a l s ,  

resembling a c o l l a r  button, or pedestal ,  'Small  f lakes  a re  more charac te f i s t ic  of 

colder,  d r i e r  meather. 

O f  the  f l a k e  as well as on weather conditions, 

f lake  with s i x  t h i n  rays has a base of chlorine and that an hexagonal disc  f l a b  

has a base of ammonia. If th i s  hypothesis proves cor rec t ,  

branching forms most prevalent near the oceans where salt  spray i s  car r ied  up i n t o  

Two crystPls  at the ends Of a bar are  sometimes noted, the whole form 

Form i s  probably dependent upon the chemical corngosition 

One observer claims that 11, snow 

should e q e c t  t o  f ind  

the air." ---------- 
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