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- CIRRUS CLOUDS OF LOWS 

Cirrus clouds are the highest of a l l ,  They a re  the de l ica te  white feathery 

Sometimes they fomf3, a few of which move slowly across the sky on a clear day. 

form bands or r ipp les  and a r e  then popularly known as llmareo' tails1'* They are  

composed of p a r t i c l e s  of snow and &e,  f o r  up so high i t  is very cold, 60 or  '70 

degrees below zero. In  general they are fair weather clouds, but when they move 

rapidly and are constantly growing thicker,  they indicate  a coming storm. 

From the  center of a cyclone the cirrus clouds move outward i n  a l l  directions. 

But t h i s  motion is usually canbined with the general advance of the stom, so that 

l i t t l e ,  if any, actual rearward movement of such clouds occurs. 

Storms on land,  however, a r e  not cyclones - sp i ra l ly  inf la r ing  systems O f  winds - 
Most Of OUT 

but merely low pressure areas  of non-circular shape, marked i n  t he  lower leve ls  by 

8 general southerly wind i n  f ron t  and a northerly one %hind, and i n  the,upper o r  

c i r r u s  l eve l s  by a general, usually f a s t ,  westerly or  southwesterly wind. 

I 

Thus 

the high c i r r u s  clouds issuing from the stormy portions of our lows extend f a r  i n  

advance of the storm center ,  spreading t o  e i ther  side,  but l i t t l e  beyond the zone 

to  be occupied by the oncoming r a i n  or snow area. 

(Tomorrow: How t o  Forecast by Cirrus Clouds) 
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