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’I fiJHY THE WEATHER ? 

By D r ,  Cbrles F, Brooks 
of Clark Universi ty . 

VINDS AND THE AIR MAIL 

Only occasionally does the weather come t o  our a t ten t ion  i n  connection with 

the a i r  mail: f o r  instance, when Some extreme con6ition such as a snow-squall Or 

thunderstom produces a mishap. 

all parts of each f l i gh t  const i tute  an unavoidable fac tor  i n  the mainfmmnce of a i r  

mail schedules, 

well with deductions from k i t e  and balloon wind observations. 

Nevertheless, the winds experienced everv day at 

TWO years‘ records have now been studied and the r e s u l t s  agree very 

The f l y i n g  level  i s  usual ly  between 1,000 and 3,000 fee t ;  though “in cold 

weather and against head winds, also,  when them are  low clouds or fog, P i lo t s  fly 

as low as possible,  anywhere between 100 and 1500 feet .”  

average speed over a l l  sections of t h e  coast t o  coast route  was 86 miles per hour 

on the westward t r i p  and 100 0x3 the eastward. 

was 93 miles per hour and the helping or  hindering mind fac tor  averaged 7 miles 

Per hour from the  west, 

the time, while minds with an east component only 30 pe r  cent. 

l i ke ly  t o  be s t r o w e r  as well as more frequent than e a s t  winds. 

sobedules which can be followed i n  95 per  cent. of the days, allowance i s  made f o r  

west component winds of 36 miles per  hour, and eas t  component winds of ha l f  tha t  . 

velocity,  With head winds of t h i s  speed, f l ights a re  made but are  usually delayed. 

Only about 5 per  cent.  of the time i s  i t  necessary t o  give up f l i g h t s  on account of 

heavy winds, storminess, o r  poor v i s i b i l l  ty. 

The records show the  

Thus the normal speed of the ??lmes 

Winds with a west component occur a b u t  70 per cent. of 

West winds a re  

In making up 
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