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By Dr. Charles F, Brooks 
of Clerk Vnivarsity, 

BARING BETTER THAN SEEZBG IN ,FOGS 

One of the most impressive features of a fog i s  the abnormal audibi l i ty  of 

SOUnds. One could almost my, the worse the seeing, the bet ter  the  heariw, Die- 

ta t  noises  rarely noticed on clen,r days sound s t a r t l i ng ly  nem i n  d fog. 1% Seerls 

if the fog vere an amplifier. 

!the fog i t s e l f  i a ,  however, merely a normal accomprtninent of the invergion 09 

tenpercture tha t  favors abnornnl propagation of sound through the lorer  sir* An 

i lvers ion of ttmperature mems simply t h a t  the tmperPture i s  lotrer neaS the ground 

than higher up. 

b i l i t y  i n  two  vays. 

layers t rave l  f a s t e r  than those goingmore horimntal1.y i n  the colder qir bolos, 

This is the reverse of usUe.1 conditions, and favors Tide mdi-  

F i r s t ,  the sound witfree r i s ing  i n t o  the higher and warmer 

and thus these higher portions tendto bend back t o  the ground, insteAd of g 0 2 ~  off 

in s t ra ight  o r  upward cnmed l ines .  

but moderate angles from a horizontal nay thus be returned t o  earth a s  if by re- 

f lection. 

All portions of the sound waves going O f f  at 

Second, whore the  a i r  is coldest and densest ;It the bottori, it is stablo 

and not broken up i n t o  masses differing i n  density a t  the s m e  level,  Such di- 
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