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March &3 ? WHY THE WEATJER ¢

By Dr. Charles F. Brooks
of Clark Universi ly.

"CYCLONE" VS, ¥ TORNADD!

o

The vocabulary of wsather and climate is full of confliciing vsages, accor&ing
to Prof, C. F. Talmen, librarian of the U.S. Weather Bureau, whe has compiled a
neteorological giossary of many thousend terms, One of the most commonly met con-
fiicts is thai between "cyclone" and "tornade! The term “cyclone' was invented by
Piddington, about 80 years ago, to designate the tropicai stomms of the Indian
Ocean, with their spirelly inflowing system of winds. A few yearss later when it
was found that Llarge storms or well-defined low pressure aveas ouiside the tropics
were also characterized by spirally inflowing winds, the term was more widely
applied, and lost some of its cunnotation of violence. Nevertheless, the violent-
Jy inghirling storms of small diameter also teceme popularily kuown as “cyclones"gv
Perhaps this term sounded more active than the old term "land-spout", the counter-

Part of "water-spout", which is still in use both in popular and scientific litera~-

ture. But si.ce the meieorologists were already using "cyclone! Jor the larger
storms, or "lows", a more or less successful fight was waged by them against the

pPopular usage, and the word "tornado" substituted. Though "tornado! may bs from
the Spanish "tronado', meaning thunder, and is the name of the heavy, locai thun.
derstorms of north end west tropical Africa, which are not characverized by
whirls, it eppears more likely to come from the Spenish ¢and Portugese) "tornade",
meaning a return or turning about {applied appareatly at ome time by Hpauish and

Portugese sailors to a whirling wind at sea).

The tem "cycicne', thus, should be confined to the more or less ci rcular,
tropical or exira~gropical, low pressure, spirally inflowiag system of winds of
considerable strength, the diameter measured uswelly in scores or hundieds of
miles; while "tornado" is the fiolently excessively destiuctive storm of a few
score to a few thousand yards diameter.
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(Tfomorrow: Diverss Winds Meet)
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