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? WHY THE WZATW. ? 

By Dr, Charles i' Brooks 
of Clark University. 

I:,!'RIL SHOWFlRS 

mY do we th ink  of showers 8s charac te r i s t ic  of spring? Probably it  i s  be- 

cause of their novelty a f t e r  the more steady rains of winter.  

increasing warmth of the sun the weather becomes more and more dominated by im- 

mediate so la r  heat i rg  and less and l e s s  by passing lows. 

i n  the South,such r a ins  or snows as we have are mostly of the enduring type. 

any time Of the day or night the sky may slowly cloud up and r a in  o r  snow may 

then f a l l  without appreciable intermission for  some hours, 'iVhile there  a re  varia- 

t i o n s  i n  the rate of fal l ,  and some intermit tent  r a i n f a l l  or snow f lu r r i e s ,  the 

general impression gained is one of continuous ra ins  or snows f o r  some hours at a 

time 

In  spring with the 

A l l  winter long, except 

A t  

In spring, however, t he  genial  warmth of the sun asserts itself  strongly 

enough t 0 make some r a i n  or, its own acco.clmt. 

moisture cvailable,  the hesting of the grs*i . >cl s t a r t s  loca l  ve r t i ca l  i i i terchac;P 

cf the .  air, called ccnv ect,  ,.*v, -?reduces oum\ilus clouils an5 t he i r  +.?omnuy! ShO'NOr 

clouds. 

there must have been a nci,:hboring fall of air, 

detached and, therefore,  the ratn i s  showery as the clouds Pass, 

act ion with great inasses of over and underrunning air  and widespread contimoue 

Precipi ta t ion i e  becoming weaker and l e s s  grcnninent i n  Sprinq, 

the shower type of ac t ion  bgcornes stronger. 

In  a period when there is suff ic ient  

For every r i s e  o f  Q. mass of warm mois t  a i r  suf f ic ien t  t o  produce a shower 

So the r a i n  clouds must be ra ther  

The cyclonic 

A t  t he  same tima 

These conditions with the sunshim 

of spring bring May flowers4 

(Pick up one column matrix 4-27. ----------. 
(Tomorrow: Why the  Reather Clstire After a Storm) 
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