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HOVi MUCH - DID IT RAIN? 

Tho measurement of rainfall seeas simple - merely catch i t  a l l  i n  a t i n  

can and measure i t s  depth. 

be eliminated, Tho rain ,qa,i~;e: should catch a l l  and only the mater that, without. 

eddying act ion around the gauge, would fall onto a piece of ground tho same size,  

The gauge has t o  be above the ground splash,  away from the spray off t r e e s  and 

buildings,  and i t s  r i m  m u s t  be kept h o r i ~ o n t a l ,  

But there  a r e  many yources of e r r o r  which need t o  

Evaporation must be l imited t o  

avoid e r r o r  befm the  observer cormsr Furthermore, t h e  can must be deep enout3" 

t o  hold much r a i n f a l l .  And t h e  observer should be a N e  t o  measure the depth 

readily, by such meane as a cedar s t i ck  with exaggerated scale plurged i n f a  a 

ra in receptacle that multdpldos.the ,depth The, Weather Bureau uses a brass tube 

about @ inch diameter ins ide  tho 8 inch funnel t o  provido a depth 10 times the 

fall, 

P e a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r i s e  i n  tryinp: t o  g e t  the depth and water content of d r i f t e d  

Qnow. 

and annual totals of r a i n f a l l  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  somewhat inaccurate,  i n  s p i t e  Of 

the use of reasonable care.  

Tho funncl is a cover' helping t o  prevent 'LOSS by evapora%ion, In  v i n t e r  

- 

In regions where there fs la fafrf.amauntf of snow each winter,  t h e  winter 

f 

(Tomor, Physical Bases of C'Zimate) 
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