
No, 623 , 

May 11 

& Science Service Feature 
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TXB ICE SAINTS 

Unseasonable frosts in May have long attracted attention in Europe. Indeed 

since the Middle Ages it has been a popular tradition that a killing frost is 

likely to occur from lay 11 to 13 or May 12 to 14. The saints t o  which these 

to turn young vegetation brown. 

attention because they occur at a critical period for plant grovth. 

Perhaps the frosts of ear ly  h k w  receive SPeCiUl 

T k  are not -7ithout such visitations in North America., but mo do not have 

them associated \Tith any particular dates. 

are in much the same category as the returns of vrarmth or Indian Summer in 

autumn. 

These returns of cold  in the spring 

Each brings the suggestion of the season just past, and each m y  come 

at any time. They are most notable, of course, in 

vhen their temperatures stand in greatest contrast 

late autumr, arid late spring, 

to the general l eve l .  
, 

(Tomorrow: The Northeastern 
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