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SIZE OF HAILSTONES 

A s tory  of ha i l s tones  as l a r g e  as oranges o r  baseballs.  k i l l i n g  stock 

in t h e i r  f a l l ,  i s  l i k e l y  t o  make t h e  incredulous s n i f f ,  

Of duck shot o r  sugar p i l l s  i s  milch oomoner, bui; cases of enormous ha i l s tones  

a r e  Well authenticated,  $or instance ha i l s tones  4 inches i n  diameter and Weighrn 

ing  /1 t o  6 o z c  f e l l  at Annapolis i n  1915, crashing through skylights of thick 

glass reinforced with wire, 

True, h a i l  t he  sine 

It is extraordinary that  ha i l can  remain a lof t  

long enough t o  a t t a i n  such s ize ,  Eail i s  produced c h i e f l y  i n  the  f ront  Po? 

t ions  Of v io len t  thunderstorms, which provide tremendous up cu r ren t s  Of ai*4 

The disturbance m u s t  extend t o  he ights  where f reez ing  temperatwes Preva i l ,  

thus h a i l  QCCUTB more of ten  i n  spr ing  and ea r ly  summer than in fa l l ,  when the  

air  i s  warmed t o  grea te r  he ights  and when c o n t r a s t s  between hot air below and 

cold a i r  above a re ,  therefore,  less pronounced, 

In other count r ies  even l a rge r  ba i l s tones  have been reported than i n  the  

United S ta tes ,  stones reaching even a pound i n  Teight. 

e ~ F @ c i a l l y  l a rge  hail .  

t ha t  i n  27 percent of the  cases t h e  stoneswere smaller than  peas, i n  51 percent 

they were l a rge r  than peast but smaller than a lemon, and 22 percent they mere 

l a rge r  than tt lemon, 

India seems t o  produce 

Measurements of t h e  ha i l s tones  of 600 storms ahowed 

/ f  n r  - 1  

(Tomorrow:, Distance %hunder can be heard)’ 
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