No, 832 A Science Service Festure

May 21 ' ? WHY THE WEATHER ?

By Dre Charles F. Brooks
of Clark Universitye.

DISTANCE MHUNDFR CAN BE HEARD

It is sometimes agked why thunder cannot be heard mearly as far as heavy
Canonading, although it produces a greater atmospheric disturbance. Thunder
will not carry much more than 15 miles, generally less, while cannon fire is o
sometimes heard 150 hiles aways. Dr. We J. Hunphreys has pointed out two dif-
ferences, With cannon fire the noise all starts from one point, vwhile with
thunder the energy is not concentrated, but is spread over the whole path of
the lightbdng. Again, as everyone has observed, the air varies greatly in its
ability'to conduct scund. Distant sounds are heard mostvﬁlainly when the lower
air is still and stratified, This may be thc sondition during cannon fire, but
never during a thunderstorm. In a thunderétorm. the air is turbulent, both
temperature and moisture distribution is irregular, and gound waves are likely
to be dissipated.

(Tomorrow: Storms make most radio static)
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