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DISTANCE -TIIITNDF€t CAN BE €B!l- 

It  is sometimes asked why thunder cannot be heard nea r ly  as fsr as heavy 

canomding, although i t  produces a g r e a t e r  atmospheric di stnrbance. 

W i l l  not carry much more than 15 miles, gene ra l ly  l e s s ,  while cannon f i r e  i s  0 

sometimes heard 150 mi le s  away. 

ferences. 

thunder the  energy is not  concentrated,  bu t  is spread over t h e  whole Pa th  of 

the  l igh tn ing .  

a b i l i t y  t o  conduct m m d .  Dis tan t  sounds a r e  heard m o s t  p l a i n l y  wkm the lower 

Thunder 

Dr .  W, J. Hmphreys has poin ted  out two dif- 

\Pith cannon f i r e  t h e  noise  al l  starts from one po in t ,  while with 

Again, as everyone has observed, t h e  air varies g r e a t l y  i n  its 

air  is still and s t r a t i f i e d ,  

never during a thunders tom,  

temperature and moisture  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  i r r e g u l a r ,  and sound waves are l i k e l y  

This  may be thc sondi t ion  during cannon f i r e ,  but 

In a, thunderstorm, t h F  air i s  t w b u l e n t ,  both 

t o  be d iss ipa ted ,  

(Tomorrow: Storms m a k e  m o s t  r ad io  s t a t i c )  
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