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RODS VS LI GFTTNXIJG 

Lightning rods used t o  be great ly  i n  ~~0gr.e curid then f e l l  i n t o  disfavor. NOW 

they a r e  coming back. The Bureau of 3fmdard3 sags tlut Ijghtning rods reduce 

fire hazard from l ightning by 80 o r  90 per cant ,  is tho case of dwellings, Build- 

ings with metal frames and roofs a r e  well gr3m3ed and require no rods. Lightning 

rods provide good.conductors by which l ightning can reach the ear th  with& damage 

a d  a l so  furnish points  f o r  a cont imow flow of e l e c t r i c i t y e  

l a t t e r  function i n  the protectkvo action of rods i s  not known, though a high author- 

i t y ,  D r .  C. T. R. Vilson, s t a t e s  that !la considerable pa r t ,  possibly the greater 

p a r t  of t he  current between. a thundercloud and the grouxd must 

and other natural l ightuing coaductors" . 

The value of the 

LiGhtaiw conductors frequently carry off a brush discharge f r o m  the ear th ' s  

surface, 

of e lec t r i c i ty ,  Even Bteersl horns, a man's upward extended fingers,  Or blades of 

Tho IISt. Elmgls firell somotiriles seen a t  mast heads i s  a brush discllare 

grass have beon found capable of ac t ing  as point dischargers t o  a small &tento 

---1------ 

(Tomorrow: Danger From Li&tning) 
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