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WHY THX HEAT? 

Now tha t  we know how i t  f e e l s  when the weather t r i e s  t o  blow the top8 

off O U T  themnometers, and when it i e  no longer necessary t o  use a Stove for 

f rying eg$s, let's see how the  hateful  heat happens, The heat wave of l a t e  

May and the heat flood of ear ly  June began under almost ident ical  conditions, 

with pressures, winds, and cJettr skies, a8 nearly invariably found at the on- 

se t  of any summer hot spe l l s  in eastern North America. The first heat wave 

began May 19* with c l ea r  weather and a southerly wind, Dry descending air 

allowed considerable heating by the  penetrating su~sh ine ,  while the southerly 

wtnd brought aocwtnulated heat Tram lower lati tudes.+ Here knd there by l a t e  

af tcrnoon suff ic ient  local heating developed conditions of i n s t a b i l i t y  that 

led t o  the  formation of thunderctorms. 

evenings and nights were cloudy with remnants of these ehowers~ which effec- 

t i ve ly  prevent much fur ther  cooling, so that  the next morning s ta r ted  hot 

again, Then the sun evaporated the  clouds and the  day's heating bedan aa 

before, excegt that  the start was at a higher f igure and the  moisture i n  the 

air waB less  than before the precipi ta t ion of sow of it 19 tge rains of the 

The air  was cooled somewhat* But 

Preceding day, 

The f i r s t  hot spe l l  was cloeed with a flood of cold air, but with a re- . 

turn of c lear  skies and southerly winds on May 27 the great hot spel l  commenosd* 
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(Tomorrow: Short vs, Long Hot Spells)  
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