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CALM EVENINGS 

On coastal  o r  inland waters the wind usually goes down with the  sun. 

t r u t h  i s  often brought quiet ly  t o  the a t ten t ion  of people sailing on i n h d  

This 

lakes when they f ind  themselves becalmed shortly a f t e r  sunset. 

breeze which pushed t h e i r  boats so eas i ly  during the afternoon has flattened 

Out. 

The brisk 

During the day the sun heats  the earth, which by radiation and conduction 

heats the layer of air lying next it, ,This air expands, bocomes l igh ter  and 

is pushed up by cooler and heqvier ais. I n  other  words convectional C i r C d a -  

t fon  is startod. 

ear th  is hottelst, a t  about two i n  the aftornoon, 

the  greatest  amount of air from a l o f t  i s  cam 
velocity 

than that originally near the  earth because i t  comes from a level 

where its motion has not been checked by f r i c t i o n  with any rough Surface, 

Therefore, the summer breezes ~ $ 1 1  blow strongest i n  the ear ly  afternoone , 

Then when the sun goes down, and no longer heats the earth, Convection StOP@* 

The upper air with its greater veloci ty  ceases t o  reach the surface and the 

Convection takes place most readi ly  when the a i r  next the 

Consequently, at tha t  time 

wn, It moves with greater 

Wind dies  down. Amateur mariners should renenbcr that a brisk breeze q t  three 

o'clock d o q  not aecewarily mean one at eight, and should plan t h e i r  trips 

acto rdingl y. 
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