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? WHY TKE WUTHER ? 

By Dr. Charles Fr'Brooksr 
of Clark University4 

HOT NORTIERS 

Everyone has heard of the damage wrought i n  F l o r i a  and California by 

cold waves, which sometimes r a i s e  the pr ice  of oranges. 

i forn ia ,  may be even more dgstructive t o  agr icul ture ,  In  the e a s t (  i t  g e t s  

hot ,  muggy and uncomfortable, t o  be sure, but we have l i t t l e  idea of w h a t  a 

3eat waves* i n  Cab 

r e a l  hot wave i s  l ike.  The hot norther of California is  a dry, scorchingly 

hot wind bringing into the cu l t iva ted  val leys  air  descending from intensely 

heated deser t  plateaus,  

sult of i t s  great  i n i t i a l  heat and heating by compression as i t  descends t o  

t h e  lowlandse Hot northers,may last f rom 3 t o  10 days, giving temperatures 

The high temperature of the  air  3is the  combined re- 

general ly  over 100 degrees. Such extreme temperatures a8 118 and 122 have 

been recorded i n  June, Almost every season has i t s  hot waves, but they a r e  

Usually not severe a f t e r  a wintor with heavy snowfallr The hot northers a r e  

d i r e c t l y  caused by a high pressure over Nevac?,a, U t a h ,  and the North Pac i f ic  

region, which checks the normal flow of air inland f rom the ocean and Starts 

It i s  very d f f f i c u l t  t o  sa38 vegetation from the blighting e f f e c t  of these 

hot  dry  winds coming from ihe i n t e r i o r  deserts. 
I 

Constant. sprayingp where 

the  expense i s  j u s t i f i e d c  seems t o  be the best  protection, 

On the Great P l a i n s  winds of a similar s o r t  blow down the slope usually 

from a westerly o r  southwesterly direct ion.  
eround everywhere Over a region, but  descend here  and there t tblastingt '  the 
c r o p  i n  a reas  a few miles i n  diameter. 

Sometimes these do not reach the 
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(Tomorrow: Day and Night Tanperatures) 
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