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HOT NORTHERS

Everyone has heard of the damage wrought in Florida and California by
cold waves, which sometimes raise the price of oranges. Heat waves, in Calw
ifornia, may be even more dgstructive to agriculture, In the east, it gets
hot, mugzy and uncomfortable, to be ;ure. but we have little idea of what a
real hot wave is like. The hot norther of California is a dry, scorchingly
hot wind bringing into the cultivated valleys air descending from intensely
heated desert plateaus., The high temperature of the air s the combined re-
sult of its great initial heat and heating by compression as it descends to
the lowlandss Hot northers may last from 3 to 10 days, g;ving t emperatures
generally over 100 degrees, Such extreme temperaturés as 118 and 122 have
been recorded in June. Almost every season has its hot waves, but they are
usually not severe after a winter with heavy snowfall, The hot northers are
directly caused by a high pressure over Nevada, Utah, and the North Pacific
region, which checks the normal fiow of air inland from the ocean and starts
a southward flow instead. The wind shifts from west to north or northeast,
It is very dffficult to sa%e vegetation from the blighting effect of these
hot dry winds coming from éhe interior deserts. Constant spraying, where
the expense is justified, seems to be the best protection,

On the Great Plains winds of a similar sort blow down the slope usually
from a westerly or southwesterly direction. Sometimes these do not reach the

ground everywhere over a region, but descend here and there "blasting" the
crops in areas a few miles in diameter.
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(Tomorrow: Day and Night Tempera.ture‘é)
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