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NMIDITY VS . HIGH T E ~ v P X B A ~ ' ~ ~ ~ ~  --- --- 

The morning i s  sunny and h o t  - the rnercuzy s t a r t s  t o  climb - how far can it  

go? What l i m i t s  i t s  r i s e ?  Perhaps you think the hi&eEt kedpm?tureS should. 

Occur in  the equatorial regions. 

a6 the temperature reaches abo-at 85 degrees F&reaheit co:ivection makes heavy 

These a re  s o  very dmp,  toacver, that as soon 

clouds and shos?ers form and shut off some of the sun's heatinc. If the tempera- 

ture reaches 88 degrees ttluderstorms are  pract ical ly  ccr ta in  t o  occur , as they 

do almost dai ly  f o r  much of the ysar. 

In the United States we frequently Get much higher air temperature because 

the air i s  d r i e r .  

Plains s t a t e s  i s  our main largo hot area.  

Tho dry,  moderately high in te r ior ,  comprising the western 

Here people are not s t a r t l ed  t o  see 

the thermometer reach 110 degrees. In desert regions where there i s  s t i l l  l e s s  

m t e r  vapor and cloudiness t o  screen the ear th  f rom the blczzing sun, s t i l l  great- 

er  extremes have been recorded. Death Valley i n  California can boast Of 134 

degrees, and a place i n  Tr ipol i ,  137 degrees, the world's record. 

coasts temperatures a re  loimer, 90 t o  95 degrees are  the maxima on the  Pacif ic ,  

Along the 

about 100 degrees along the Atlant ic ,  and 100 t o  103 degrees on the Gulf Coast, 

a l l  with off-shore dry winds. 

regiom also,with 95 as a usual upper limit. 

Mountain regions and high plateaus a re  favored 

Florida boasts s t i l l  lower maxima. 

It  should be remembered, however, that the high humidity mhich prevents high 

temperature a l so  makes hept l e s s  bearable. ---------- 
(Tomorrow: Evaporation Makes Heat Endurable) 
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