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EVAPORATTON MAXES HEAT WNDURARLE

Summer trampers over dry trails carry caniesns with them, summer campers
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pitch their tents always with a view to water. TYet many insccts and small mammal
manage to live all summer in:desarts.with no apparent source of drinking water.
ﬁain is most infreduent, springsvana streéms dry up in the hottest weather. In-
sects may get water from dew or from plant juices. Even fragments of plants
apparently dry, as in hay, contain 50 to 60 perbcent. of water. Moreover,-such
dry fregments will absorb moisture from the air whenever the rélative humidity
rises to more than 70 per cent. This happens in host deserts ot night, because
of the great cooling of the air. These minute amounts of water heip insects to
vithstand the tremendous heat of the bare ground in deserts. A live grasshopﬁer
on a hot surface is cooler than a dead one and cooler than the surface because of
the water it eVaporates and loses in respiration. Perspiration and respiration
play a still greater part in our' heat réguiating mechenism, the degree of heat
vhich is endurable depends largely upén'the rate at which water can be evaporate!

from our bodies.

" (Tomorrow: How Raindrops Form)
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