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of Clark University. 

RAIN BY NIGHT 

Do you prefer  your r a i n  by night or  by day? Would you rather  carry an urn- 

A b r e l l a  or  have t o  get up and shut the windows by the l igh t  of the l ightning? 

study has been made of warm eeason rainfall, from April t o  Septembor inclusive,  t o  

whether night o r  day i s  the wetter. In the summertime, most of the r a i n  Occurs 

in Convoctional shovers, such as thundershoners , ra ther  than i n  general Storms 0 

As the sun's heating starts these showers, they natural ly  develop by day, thou& 

they 

afternoon shovers are frequent,  and only 25 t o  $0 per cent.  of the r a i n  occurs a t  

n igh t .  

during the night.  

extend i n t o  tho night, In h o t ,  moist regions such as the Gulf S ta tes ,  

In the eastern s t a t e s  generally slightly less than hzlf tho r a i n  falls 

!Th.is i s  t rue also i n  the dry Rocky Mountain region, where the 

l i t t l e  rain that occurs is somevhat more l i ke ly  t o  come by dcy, usually from 4 

t o  6 ,as the r e s u l t  of daytime up-valley winds. On the ar id  Greet P la ins ,  however, 

Over 65 per cent o f  the rain may corn by night .  In tho dayt im the air  is SO hot 

and dry that mch of the rain i s  likely t o  evaporate on' the may dom, if i t  Starts 

t o  fa l l .  The weakening of upward currents  that may sustain much Of the r a i n  t i l f  

W.nset, and likewise the nocturnal cooling of the upper portion of a layer  of 

mois t  a i r ,  may also help fo rm the nocturnal excess. 

. (Tomorrow: Rising Mists) 
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