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7 c;rHY THE WEATHER 7 

By Dr.  Charles F. Frooks 
of Clark Univers it  y . 

‘&at is the atmosphere l i k e  60 miles above the ear th’s  surface? Meteors and 

the aurora give us our only informt ion  about (;he air a t  t h i s  great height, 

studying the spectra  of meteors and the  auroral li&t i t  is possible t o  ascertain 

something about the gases i n  vhich meteors become luminous and the auroral ais- 

charge takes place, 

those of hydrogen or  helium it would prove nothing f o r  these elements might below’ 

t o  the meteor i t s e l f .  The case is  different  with the aurora, however. Two Cana- 

dian investigators have recent ly  found horn t o  produce a spectral  l i n e  identical  

to  the auroral green l i n e ,  

raref ied mixture of oxygen and helium o r  a i r  and helium with the l a t t e r  i n  excessl 

Apparently hydrogen, the l i g h t e s t  gas, may not be so important a constituent Of 

the upper a i r  as was once thought, while helium, the next l i g h t e s t ,  seems rela- 

BY 

If thc spectrwn of a t ra i l  should show l ines  coinciding with 

Ti.iey observed th i s  l i n e  i n  the spectrum of a much 

t ive ly  abundant. Perhaps hydrogen is lackine; because i t  enters  into combination 

with other substances too easily. 

(Tomorrow: Rain Brea;ks Frui t  Trees) 
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