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? 'XhY THE " X R  ? 

By D r ,  Claries F. Brooks 
of Clark iJniversj.ty. 

The branches of f r u i t  t r e e s  a r e  especia1l.y l i k e l y  t o  break during o r  just 

a f t e r  rains. 

alieady laden boughs, 

bold. i n  drops on t b e i r  leaves from 0.02 t o  0.07 inches ofi r a i n f a l l :  0.05 is not 

Uncommon, Supyose we have n largo apple t ree  with a csotva 40 f ee t  in diameter. 

This t r e e  mill cover an a r e a  of about 1250 square f e e t ,  

s tores  on i t s  leaves and branckes 0.05 inch o f  rain, exclusive of w h a t  runs down 

The r a i n  held on tho lcavcs adds a very appreciable meight t o  the 

Mr. Robert E. Horton has found tha t  i n  showers t r ees  m i l l  

If i t  intercepts and 

the trunk, it  aeds t o  i t s  load about 5 cubic feet o r  over 300 pounds of water. 

This meighs about as much as 5 bushels of applea. 

t ha t  such a t r e e  my have half a million leaves. 

I t  has bedn roughly e s t i m t e d  

When each leaf  bears 20 drops 

of one-eighth inch diameter, as is sometimes the case, nearly 6 cubic feet of 

mater will be held. 
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