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FALL FROSTS

It's often a race between killing frost and that last 'planting of corn &nd
begns. Frost does not usually trouble the gardener before September first, though
in the mountain regions of the West it is likely to occur at any time during the sum-
mer. In northern.Néw England and the mountains of New York and Pennsylvania frost
may be expected gduring September. Sé, too, frost is feared defore October 1 over
large arecas in'thé northern plains states. Only the southern and Pacific coast
States are usually free from ffdst up tobNbvembér first. In the United States, Key
West, Florida, is the only Weather Bureau station which haé never recorded frost.
Local'variations from the aveiage’for the latitude are caused by moﬁntains and_latge
water bodies. Frost occurs relatively early in valleys, and mountain or plateau
regions, and late'alohg lake or ocean shores.

' Even if we know the'gvefage dates for oﬁr locality there is still plenty of
chance for a gamble, fof‘the first frost may be expected from ten days earlier to
ten days later than the official dats. Frost comes even 20 days early at times. For
instaﬁce, along the shore of Connecticut and Rhode Island and part of eastern Massa-
chusetts, the firsﬁ frost usually Occurs'abgut October 21, but about once in ten
years gardens are ni?ped as éar}y‘as OctoberAl. Frost détes are most uncertain
throughcut:thé western states and‘in_southern Florida and Texés.

(Tomorrow: Protection From Frost)
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