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RAINY AIR 

Before i t  r a ins  me expect the lower air t o  get more muggy. I n  f a c t ,  a3.1 

types of humidity "barometers" mnke t he i r  indications of rain by their  raactions 

t o  increasing dampness; 

o r  the cottage of Hansel and Gretel. 

often merely that through which rain falls - not  thst  i n  vhich the r a i n  is made, 

f o r  example, the dol l  n i t 5  a blue dress that turns  pink, 

But we must. n o t  forget that our lower air i o  

One of the common causes of ra in  is the cooling of Iiumid air as it r i ses  

over a blockade. 

dry air which has recently come f r o m  the north,  accompanying a high pressure area. 

If,  then, tho humidalr overrides t h i s  l o re r  air  rathor suddenly 2nd makes rain 

before thu l o v e r  dry air has been pushed back northward t o  any exten t ,  there w i l l  

be no increase i n  humidity below before the rain.  

is a common one from now t i l l  spring. 

t o  find our rain beginning while the air near the ground is s t i l l  rather dry. 

This obs t rwt ion  may be a mountain but it i s  usually the C O O 1  

T'nis type of rain production 

And as each lov approaches we are  l ike ly  

---.------- 

(Tomorrow: Mountains as Neasuring Sticks ) 
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