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D a r k  c louds mill not aivays FrGdQCe r a i n .  The most flCq'U@nt type of dark 

cloud that f a a i l s  t o  y i e ld  the expected za in  corns v . ~  on a bright, coo l  day when 

t;1.x?re i s  a warmer y in3  a l o f t .  The sunlight starts convectional currents readily,  

Condensation oscurs and clou&s form not far be!.ovl the w a z m  upper wind. But t h i s  

- a r m  layer  const i t i i tes  vhat i s  known as a l i d  u r  ce i l i ng  i,r the atmosphere, pre. 

wn'cing convection from going higher. The c l m d s ,  the:.-efore, f Is?tten out i n t o  

nidesprcading sheets instead of groning ta l l .  Such cloixds may contain many m i m t f '  

m t e r  droplcts and apmar  f a i r l y  dense, but  have not suf f ic ie i i t  v e r t i c a l  thicknes" 

t o  produce drops large enough t o  f a l l  as rain.  

espec ia l ly  dark by contrast and also because rrhen the lov,or a i r  is dry and clear 

On a briglt dczy these clouds appeal 

the lower surface o f  the cloud i s  no t  illumined by 15ght r e f l ec t ed  by haze. 
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