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By Dr. Charles F. Brooks
of Clark University.

"FULL MOON EATS CLOUDS"

Although the.moon has no established direct effect on the weather, several old
Sayings regarding the moon and the weather have meteorological significance. One o
them, "the full moon eats élouds“. is explained thus by Dr. W. J. Humphreys of the
Weather Bureau. Often during the afternoon, a2 layer of high clouds forms across
the sky. After the sun has set, they radiate their heat, grdw.cool-fhemselvesland
Cool‘the air around them. The cooler air becomes denser, and sinks with ité burder.
Of'clouds un£11 it reaches a point where the surrcunding air has the same density.
But thé air has warmed while descendihg until it is of the same:temperature as that
by which it is now surrounded. Then the clouds, being in contacfwitﬁ warmer drier
air, evaporate. Although this type of cloud dissipation is as common in early
eQening one part'Qf the month as another, it ié most cogépicuous when the moon is
full. Hence arose the common belief that the moon caused the clouds to vaﬂish.

Ilear moon, ffbst soon" is another saying based on truth, for it ié‘on clear,
calm dry nights, nights when moonlight seems brightest, that most activé radiation,
or lossAof heat into spacei is possible. The more active the radiation, the ﬁore

the pempérature of earth and air will be cooled, and the more readily dew or frost

can be fdrmed.
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(Tomorrow: An Autumn Low Passes)
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