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7 WHY Tm \T&AT€ER ? 

By D r .  Charles F. 3rooks 
of Clark Univers i ty .  

TKF: slX)';J FLURRY 

'(Oh, look a t  the mow, and such b i g  flakes t o o ,  The ground is a l r eady  g e t t i n g  

''''hit€?! where is all this  snow coming from?I' 

lrUp i n  the  air, from that dark cloud.'' 

"Did the flakes we a r e  having here  nom start f a l l i n g  Then t h a t  cloud vas over- 

head, and non d ien  they reach the ground the cloud has gone by?" 

See how L l w  snov~flalces dr ive  by vrith the vrind. "Not q u i t e  that way. EOM far 

do YOU supposc t h e  r i n d  can  c a r r y  then while they  mere f a l l i n g  from the cloud?" 

')Oh, as f a r  as from the top of that h i l l . "  

IINo f a r t h e r  than that? Hoc fast do these  flakes come down. See hovr many 

'chimpanzees' you can count mlbile one goes from t he  heigkt of your eyes t o  the 

t l I l l l  see .  One chimpanzee. m e r e ,  i t  s t ruck .  One chimpanzee. That v m t  

f c s t e r .  One chimpanzee; two - that  mas s l o a .  

I'How high do you suppose the  clouds tire? 

They come d o m  about a yard a seco:lc'.<' 

Half a mile  o r  more? Lets  c a l l  i t  

It would take about 1000 Seconds, o r  over 15 minxtes f o r  the snow- 1000 yards.  

flakes t o  come down, How far does the vind go in t h a t  time?" 

"This wind i s  going much f a s t e r  than  I can run. It can t r a v e l  5 o r  10 miles 

i n  15 minutes. hv, hosn far avay t h a t  snow must have come f rom! " 
"Bet what mde  ths  clouds and snow?Il 

'!Those nere  f rom the  cool ing of some of t h i s  varmer, moister a i r  nhen big pw'fs 

of co lde r ,  heavier  a i r  came down and forced it  t o  rise.I' ---------- 
(Tomorrow: Sun Dogs and Sun Pi l lars)  
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