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- SUN DOGS Ai SUN PILLARS 

';hen the sun or moon is low in the sky you wjr notice a bright spot on either 

side of it, in a circle of about 22 degrees radius of nhich the sun or noon is the 

Center. 

refraction and reflection of l igh t  fron the ice crystals Of hi@ sheet clouds, 

Called cirro-stratus. 

?:lint ring of  vhite light through the sw1 parallal t o  the horizon. 

Such spots are knovn as llsun dogst' o r  '(inoon dogs" and are caused by t:?e 

Refiectior, from crystal surfaces mill sometims produce a 

At the same ti!. 

theremy be a halo encircling the sun caused by refraction or bending of light i n  

passing throu& the crystals. Halos most frequently have a radius of about 22 de- 

gi-eeo. About where the halo and the white ring paraslel t o  the horizon intersect, 

the bright spots ,  or SUE dogs occur. !?hese spots .my be observed when the rings 

are not noticed. 

Occasionally "sun pillars'( are seen, vertical columns of light extending Gbove 

an2 belom the sun. They are caused by the reflection of sunlight from the horizon- 

tal surfaces of thin f la t  crystals \hi& are settling &radually through the air, 

At s u n s e t ,  a red sun pillar is eepecially striking. 

(Tomorrow: Snowfalls and Green Cheese) 
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