
No. 791 

NOV, 23 

By D r .  Charlcs ??. Brooks 
of Clark Uiiivcrsity.  

C R I ' E 3 I A .  OF A CQLD WIMTER 

One swallow does not make a summer, a c i t h e r  d'3 a few very cold days make 

co ld  win ter .  Prof .  A .  J. Ilenry of t he  United Sta tds  Teather Bureau has recent ly  

t s i e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  soEe s tandards f o r  jvdglng tho seve r i ty  of wlnter.  It was not 

found p rac t i cab le  t o  grade minters according t o  ilie economic loss caused by bad 

weather,  because o f  Lac]: o f  s t a t i s t i c s ,  Cold swms t o  a f f o r d  a b e t t e r  b a s i s  f o r  

d i s t i n c t i o n  than  snowincss. Of  c m r r e ,  w k t ,  5s cold weather f o r  one p a r t  of the 

country may bs  w a r m  f o r  aaotner. 

the  depar tures  of tnc  monthly mean temper:itures f rom the  ro:.mal. 

Sq P r o f .  Hemy i.1 judgir,g any Printer cal .culates 

Supnose Docember 

is  two degrees above normal, January one degree below and February f i v e  degrees 

above normal, Al toge ther ,  t hen ,  suck, 8 winter  w u l d  be called 2 ninus 1 plus 5 ,  

o r  6 ,  divided by 3, or two degrecs ;LboPe :iorml. 

cont inent  shows tlie g r e a t e s t  range of v in t e r  temyerc?tures, Ltlonf: the Coar,t a d  t o  

the  south win ters  are l e s s  var iab le .  It i s  scldom t h a t  R minter i s  rz severc one 

?Uric northarn i n t e r i o r  of  the  

over the  whole country.  

o f  thc Rockies. 

Indeed, condi t ions a r e  o f t en  reversed on opposi te  s ides  

I n  f i f ty-odd yea r s ,  the zecord co ldes t  winter a t  $an Francisco, 

1589-90, was t he  warrneot T i n t e r  e a s t  of the  Miss i ss ippi .  A win ter  which depar t s  

more than 5 degrees from the n o r m 1  i s  considered very c o l d  or  very KTarm as tile 

case m y  be. By t h e w  c r i t e r i a ,  the minter  of 192445 was a moderste1.y vann one 

from P a c i f i c  t o  A t l a n t i c ,  except the sonthern haif of t h o  plateau and the extreme 

nor theas t ,  There the  \?inter was moderately cold.  -----_ .--a 
(Tomorrovf: Get t ing the  Teinpemture) 
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