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By Dr. Charlcs ¥. Brooks
of Clark University.

CRITERIA OF 4 COLD WINTER

One swallow does not make a summer, neithér do a few very cold days make &
cold winter. Prof. A. J. Henry of the United States Weather Bureau has recently
tried to establish éome standards for jrdging the severity of winter, 1It was not
found practicable to grade winters according to the economic loss cause& by bad
weather, because of lack of statistics. Cold secems to afford a better b%sis for

distinction than snowiness. Of course, whet is cold weather for one part of the

country may be warm for another. So Prof. Henry in judging any winter calculates

the departures of the monthly mean teﬁperatures from the normal. Supnose December
is two degree; above normal, January one degree below and February five degrees
above-normal. Altogether, then, suchk & winter would be called 2 minus 1 plﬁs 5,
or 6, di&ided by 3, or two degrees above normal, The nerthern interior of the
continéﬁt shows the greatest range of winter temperatures, along the coact and to
the south winters are less variable. It is scldom that a winter is a severe one
over the whole country. Indeed, conditions are often reversed on opposite sides
of the Rockies. In fifty-odd years, the secord coldest winter at San Franciscb,
1889-90, was the warmest winter east of the Mississippi. A winter which departs
more thun 5.degrees from the normal is considersd very cold or very warm as the
case may be. By these criteria.'the winter of 1924-35 was a moderately warm one

from Pacific to Atlantic, except the southern half of the plateau and the extreme

northeast, vhere the winter was moderately cold.

(Tomorrow: Getting the Temperature)
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