
Snow sometimes changes in to  s l e e t ,  a type of i c e  p r e c t p i t a t i o n  that ratt les 

aga ins t  windows o r  s t i ngs  the  face i n  a s t rong  wind. 

roundish and usua l ly  somewhat i r r e g u l a r  o r  angular  i n  formf and genera l ly  smaller  

than S m e r  ha i l s tones ,  

s en t ing  frozen raindrops.  

o r  bubbly i n  appearance, i nd ica t ing  that the s l e e t  p a r t i c l e s  a r e  most commonly 

snowflakes which have been p a r t l y  melted, and then refrozen. 

These p a r t i c l e s  of i a e  

Some of t he  p e l l e t s  m a y  be of n e a r l y  clear ice, repre- 

But u sua l ly  s l e e t ,  at least near  t he  corec is  cloudy 

suppose f i rs t  that it  i s  snowing and air tem;?eratures both a l o f t  and at the 

Now a souther ly  wind, with a temperature of 40 degreee ground q e  below freezing.  

o r  so i n  i t s  warmest po r t ion  begins t o  run over the cold layer near  the ground. 

A t  first,  the  po r t ion  of t h i s  wanner wind that i s  abovo f reez ing ,  i s  very t h i n ,  

and the  snowflakes f a l l i n g  through may become only s l i g h t l y  wet and then s t i f f e n  

i n  the cold sur face  air. The s o f t  snow thus changes t o  snowpe l l e t s .  As the warm 

l a y e r  thickens,  t he  snowflakes melt  par t ia l ly  in  passing th rough ,  but before reach 

i n g  the  ground must fa l l  through the lower cold l aye r  and 60 f r eeze  again,  a r r i v i n g  

as s lde t .  

i n g  thickens s t i l l  more the lower cold l aye r  may be blown away and a mixture of 

If the  Bouth wind increases  and the  zone with a temperature above f r ee2  

r a i n  and s l e e t  o r  r a i n  onlymay fa l l  through the  cold air near the ground. 

r a i n  f reezeg on s t r i k i n g  cold ob jec t s ,  making a glaze of ice. 

may f a l l  without f r eez ing  at all ,  

mow,  snow p e l l e t s ,  s l e e t ,  i c e  'storm 

at one p lace ,or  one storm may give snow in  the  north,  r a i n  in t he  south, with 

The 

Fina l ly , the  r a i n  

This is a f a i r l y  common sequence in  winter- 

811 fo.ms may occur i n  Euccession r a i n o  


