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Winter begins e a r l y  i n  the  l b r t h e r n  P l a i n s  region. A t  Helena, Montana, 

f o r  example, they had over  a f o o t  of snow t h i s  Septen'ser, 

co ld  t h a t  near ly  all t h e  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  was snow, mkaing o v w  two f e e t  more. 

In  Octoter  i t  w+s SO 

From 

t h i s  jcou might guess that Helena inust be p r e t t y  well buried by this time. 

at all! 

Not 

The Qorthwestern P l a i n s  s t a t e s  ge t  most of t h e i r  snowfa.11 early and la te  

i n  the season. I n  mid-winter, i t  may snow, t o  be . sure ,  but with the  tempera- 

tWe f a l l i n g  sometimes t o  minus 50 degrees Fahrenheit .  

dry t h a t  not enough moisture is ava i l ab le  f o r  a heavy fall. 

The air i s  so cold and 

Only a few inches 

o f  f i n e  dry snownmdles can be expected i n  most stormsr 

In the lake  kegion and ir, the  East, similarly, yau w i l l  no t ice  th& the 

heavies t  snows usua l ly  occur with t h e  temperature not much below freezing. 

t h e  cl imate  i s  not .co ld  and dry enough t o  cause an appreciable  reduction of snow- 

But 

fa l l  i n  mid-winter. 

(Tomorrow: Storm Cirro-Stratus Cloudd 
A l l  r i g h t s  reserved by Science Service,  Inc. 

SCIENCE SERVIGE, . 
B 21st S t s . ,  
Washington, D. C. 


