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B i g  ra in  drops and b ig  snox€lalces come d o w i n  a hurry and mkc a great 

sh017 nhilo they last ,  but soldora coiltii1Uc 'long. %imll drops o r  modorate sizcd 

flakes coming down stcadi ly  morc oftcn indicate thc bogixing of a mal storm. 

It rains o r  s n o w  vhcn cloild par t ic lcs  bscomc largo enough t o  fall all thc 1my 

t o  tho ground nithout cvaporating. 

droplots o r  ice crystals  are so  t iny that  they s c t t l c  &omrrard only vcry slowly. 

ITlion condcnsation f i r s t  occurs a l o f t  the 

A slight upcurrent of air i s  suff ic ient  t o  keep thc cloud from fal l ing.  If con- 

densation continuos and thc drops g r o n  bS&m aiid pcrhaps collido and Join, they 

bcgin t o  f a l l  unloss thcro i o  a vigorous vorticdt updr i f t ,  as i n  thunderstorms o r  

Si1Ov;lSq~llS. In front of a large s torn,  the upmrd c m r m t s  arc  gcnoral and mod- 

c ra te  rather than local  and violent. The flalccs o r  drops thxoforc  bsgin t o  fall 

bcforc thcy have bccomo very big. 

nind pushing i n  on the rear i s  likely t o  causc vigorous ovcrtwniag and Strong 

convcction, producing hocvy shotvors of lsrGo drops or f l w r i c s  of b ig  fltlkcs. 

When thc storw io psssing, hovever, tho cold 

(All r i a t s  roscrvad by Scionco Scrvico, InC. ) 


